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this was true of the later days when the Government
sat in New York and Philadelphia. If they sought
a reason, they usually agreed that Washington ex-
celled by his character, and if you analyze most
closely you will never get deeper than that. Re-
served he was, and not a loose or glib talker, but he
always showed his interest and gave close attention.
After Yorktown, when the United States proclaimed
to the world that they were an independent Repub-
lic, Europe recognized that this was indeed a Repub-
lic unlike all those which had preceded it during an-
tiquity and the Middle Age. Foreigners doubted that
it could exist. They doubted that Democracy could
ever govern a nation. They knew despots, like the
Prussian King, Frederic, who walked about the
streets of Berlin and used his walking-stick on the
cringing persons whom he passed on the sidewalk
and did not like the looks of. They remembered the
crazy Czar, Peter, and they knew about the insane
tendencies of the British sovereign, George. The
world argued from these and other examples that
monarchy was safe; it could not doubt that the sup-
ply of monarchs would never give out; but it had no
hope of a Republic governed by a President. It was
George Washington more than any other agency
who made the world change its mind and conclude
that the best President was the best kind of monarch.West,deav* was a hard taskmaster, not
